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MONTE HALE WESTERN 


SAFEST ONEARTH.' ’ 
'^NOT EVEN THE LAW 
\ \cm FOLLOW US , 
, J INTO INDIAN , P 
-'-{TERRITORY:!: a 


I\ o3o Longs outlaws hap amushtv good 

Va THINS AND THEy AIMED TO KEEP IT/ BUT ‘ 
WHEN THEy SOT A MITE TOO DETERMINED. 
If WAS HISH TIME FOR THAT ROLLICKINS, TWO- 
FISTED TROUBAOOR OF THE RANSE MONTE 
■HALE TO SO RAMPASINS DOWN THE SUN-SMOKE 

trail IN OUTLAW CLEAN-OUT/ 


■ HALE WESTERN 
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LETS Go! THEY'RE ELECTING A^ 

CGNSRESSMAN IN CANYON CITY 
ACROSS THE STATE LINE/ EVERY- 
BOPY'LL BE BUSy VOTINS—WHILE 

WE'RE Busy RUSTLING- *****X 
~~-7 THEIR STOCK! --O 


l j THERE THEy ARE SENT#/ 

>— ALL WE HAVE TO Do 16 

SET THEM ACROSS THE _ 

BOUNDARY LINE INTO MM 

outlaw territory fee*® 
•AND THEY'RE OURS! J ^ 


\ PRETTY 
\ SLICK •' - 
; WE'RE yViTh 
yOu,L obo: 


f LISTEN! \ KEEP THESE Y 

THERE'S SOME \ CRITTERS . T 
SUITAR SLAP- \ RAMBLING/ 
PINS JASPER I'LL TAKE « 
COMINS DOWN /CARE OF THAT 
THE TRAIL/ rr^RANNY WITH A 
"•7 BOSS/ j-HS BULLET!j-* 


Right! we'll drive 


f-/., THESE LONSHORNS 
/ y/P.'y/Pj \iNTO INDIAN TERRI- 
BET THEM | TORY AND BE SAFE 
STAMPEDINS/ / BEFORE THE LAW CAN 
LBoYS/ ORGANIZE A FOSSE 'J 


WHEW/ LUCKY THAT 


* just creAsep me ! 

THOSE OWLHOOTS MUST 
BEEN RUNNING THAT STOC 
WHEN I BUSTED IN ON THE 
HERE COMES A POSSE « 
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HALE’S MY NAME, 
■t! AND I'M JOIN- 

y&ufc Posse / y 


f MBNMMtHF 


' LOOKS AS If *- 
THE RUSTLING 
SIDEWINDERS 
ARE. HEADING 
* FOR INMAN 
^TERRITORY 


A PASSEL OF 

Rustlers so 

THIS WAY ? SAV, . 
AREN'T YOU , ' 

MONTE-HALE? 


WHAT? you MEAN 
TO SAY WE CAA/T 
FOLLOW THEM AND 
ROUND THEM UP?1- 


' SO WHAT? 


AND JUST LISTEN 


^THAT'S RIGHT, MONTE - THIS 'K 

IS INDIAN TERRITORY BY 
GOVERNMENT TREATY AND 

our law ends Right here ' 

WE CAN'T DO A THING ABOUT 
IT UNLESS CONGRESS PASSES 
A LAW TO CHANGE IT* y—' 


/sheriff, NOW that i*ve\ 
BEEN ELECTED TO CON- \ 
GRESS, X AIM TO PRESENT 
A BILL THAT WILL PERMIT L 
OUTLAWS NO HAVEN/ A LAW 
THAT WILL PLACE A FEDERAL 
REWARD ON THE HEAD *_> 
\OF EVERY OUTLAW/ ) 


'that's A MIGHTY X AT ON£ 
GOOD IDEA,CON- I INTEND ’ 

gressman/ when sent my 

ARE YOU LEAVING /at THE O 
FOR THE CAPITAL? J SESSION/ 
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HEAR THAT, JLOBO? HALE 

AIMS TO GUARP THE CONGRED¬ 
MAN ANP SEE THAT HE GETS c—' 
TO WASHINGTON' IP THAT ) F 

BILL IS PASSEP, .-< Y< 

| GOOSE tS COOKED / J 


v PON'T WORRY/ 
JI'M GOING TO 

'cook r//£//?s 

: |RST/ GET TO f 


I'LL STICK WITH YOU UNTIL YOU 
SAFELY ABOARP /OUR TRAIN. 
ANY OF THE OUTLAWS H1PING l 
INPIAN TERRITORY FOUNP OUT 
ABOUT YOUR PLAN, THEY'P TR> 


r^THANKS, 
MONTE.'THH 
SOONER WE 
LEAVE, THE 
.BETTER/ 


'HALE ANP THE CONGRESSA 
MAN WILL HAVE TO TAKE ’ 
THE TRAIL TO FLATCAR 
JUNCTION' TO CATCH THAT 
TRAIN TO WASHINGTON,ANP 
THEY'LL HAVE TO GO THROUGH 
WILP HORSE GULCH ON 
^ THE WAY L 


PEPE A HERP OF WILP BRONCS 
AT THEM l THEY'LL BE CAUGHT 
PLUMB IN THE M1PPLE ANP ^ 


f WHEN THOSE BRONCS COME 1 
RACING BACK TO THEIR STAMPII 
GROONPS HERE IN THE GULCH ( 
HALE ANP THE CONGRESSMAN 
WILL BE FORCEP ALONG WITH 
THEM / ANP WEIL BE WAITING 


pill lllH LET'S GO , 1 

THERE \ ROYS' GET 
THEY AREATUZSZ- BRONCS 
BOSS/ ) STAMPEPING/ 

-U yip! y/p! f 























MONTE HALE WESTERN 



RIGHT IN 
ITS PATH ; 

WHAT'LL 
,W£ Do? 


SOON THE WILD 
BACK TOWARD I 
GROUNDS INTO T 

DEATH TRAP/ 


D HERD SWINGS f THIS MAY BE A 7/ 
> ITS STAMPING < SWING UNDER YC 
' T HS WAITING ^ HORSE, QUICK; 


'oh! oh/ 

WARNED H 


WHOA, 

PARD 


• HIT THE BRUSH, ^ 
CONGRESSMAN/ I'LL 
TAKE CARE OF THESE 
^ VARMI NTS 

sfr 7 


. AS A SHIELD/ J‘D 
) BETTER USE FISTS/ 


first! 
u6Hh/ 


’HELP/ 


























monte hale western 



HOl I'VE GOT AN IDEA/ 90TS, \ 
ROPE A PAIR OF WILD &RONCS V 
AND H06-TIE THEM l WE'LL HAVE 
GOME SPORT WITH THIS BIG GUV / 

Monte hale/ I aim to finp gj| 

OUT JUST HOW STRONG j 
l HE REALLY IS/ r~ . .. . 

N-..... _— / right, ' 

Ilobo/, 




> so THAT'S IT? 

THIS is going to 
. TAKE SPLIT-SECOND 
^TIMINGvOR WE'LL J( 


WITH THlS,yC 
.POLECATS/ 


END, MONTE-' 
hold Back 

TWO WILD 

^houses /y 
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EXERTING EVERY OUNCE OF HlS 
TREMENPOUS STRENGTH, MONTE 
HAULS THE BRONCS 

BACK FOR AN .- JUMP. 

INSTANT/ - ? — 


Y WE may still be able to> 

REACH FLATCAR JUNCTION 

before the train for y 

WASHINGTON i--—■—A. 

f PULLS OUT/ ) I HOPE S o'. 

r-V r— -f IT'S OUR ONLY 

I \ l CHANCETO 

J5T7 STOP . 
( v lobo.'j 


>W tO HIT THE 
IL AFTER THOSE 
VARMINTS/ y~-y 


WE'RE TOO LATE! THERE GOES ] 
THE TRAIN FOR THE CAPIT AL-, d 
WITH TUB OUTLAW rHiZTni 

L*™* ABOARD -'raSc^tt 

■VHIflMlil FREIGHT TP 

b eh, np 


r I AIM TO SEE THAT YOU ™ 

REACH WASHINSTON, CON¬ 
GRESSMAN/ NEXT STOP THE 
~r ENGINEER'S i»- -rt 
(J CAS.' 


r Moure HALE ? EVERyONE 

IN THE WEST HAS HEARP 

of you,Parpner/ I'll tjl 

T OPEN THE THROTTLE J 


C^FASTER.' THERE'S A' 
NOTORIOUS OUTLAW ON 
THAT TRAIN--HEAPING 
FOR WASHINGTON.' HE’S 

IMPERSONATING A . 
^CONGRESSMAN 


cm MONTE haleTt 
ENGINEER/ OVER¬ 
TAKE THAT TRAIN 
AHEAD OF US' j 


LOOKS AS IF 
WE'LL NEVER. 


’ /MONTE.' it's Ti 

-/fast foe us, b 

• jLLGET YOU TOTH 
capital AS FAST 
AS I CAN/ 
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THANKS.' THERE'S 
THE CAPITOL POME. 
| I'M HEAPING FOR A 
SHOWPOWN WITH 
THAT OUTLAW r— 
"7 RANN YJv-f 


tr^LOOK! THE , 
| FLAG IS RAISEP- 
I CONGRESS IS IN < 
* 5ESSION." we 
HAVEN'T A MINUTE 
^ 7g> eosES 


.VARMINT/ 


5WEAR TO — //_ ' 

WHAT'S THIS r 


vent DO Bo's ■< 
7BEIN6 SWORN 


loucH?'^ 
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A PEW MOMENTS LATER. AS THE STRAPS 

FACTS ARE REVEALED/ <--Tfc-lr- 

— V— -\I HAVE ll 

A HAVEN FOR \50METHING\ PREPARED ^ 
OUTLAWS RI6HTJ WILL HAVE A BILL THAT 


A VOTE IS QUICKLY TAKEN AND 
THE BILL IS UNANIMOUSLY 


I WE'LL BE WAITING 


'CLEAN 


1 FIRMATIONJ 
'President 


later, back 

IN CAN/ON .! 


HERE'S A TELEGRAM 
FOR AND THE, , 

sheriff, Monte / f 

WASH!^^ ro ^‘) 


K WE'VE BEEN WAITING-' 
FOR NEWS THAT THE 
BILL WAS PASSED/THE 
BO/S ARE CHOMPING AT 
"HE BIT TO GET A CRACK 
' AT THOSE OUTLAWS/jgj 


SOING.PARd/ THE PAY |S 1 

: WHEN OUTLAWS CAN HIDE 
D THE LAW THAT WAS MEANT 
PROTECT HONEST FOLKS/ J? 


HALF OF yOU WAIT HERE WITH 
THE REST OF US WILL CIRCLE 
THE territory AND PRIVE TH 
RUSTLING VARMINTS OUT — 1 

INTO YOUR * 

nrTRAP/ 


hsUNDlAN 

territory.. 

no iv'mite mM 

KEEP0UTC1 
































MONTE HALE WESTERN 



7 Hey-' THey CAN'T 
lilMMJMiigWCTraL 00 twist o us/ 

1^1 IT S AGAINST 

^ ^ law O 

‘fUSS 

^REACN^FOR XjVE’RE^ Y ANCMF you DON[T UKE^ 

YOU'RE ALL V DON’T . r'OUTLAWS' CONGRESSMAN, 

-T UNDER, I SHOOT- 1 LOBO LONG/ ADDRESS IT TO 

I^ARRESt/^ wegive^ 

r WELL,MONTE- / I RECKON THAT'S \ 

that/ we sure cleaned out a IfM| | 

NEST OP VIPERS EVEN IF WE HAD | ' 1 

TO HAVE A NEW LAW PASSED TO J 

DO IT/ GeT THOSE VARMINTS TT^ 

MOVING TO THE JAIL, MEN/ J 

we COULDN'T HAVE^I 

1 DONE IT WITHOUT YOU,) 

L MONTE/ i-—CT 

'X*—i—-—SHUCKS, /\ 

/ GLAD TO HAVE BEEN 
/ ABLE TO HELP/BE¬ 
SIDES, I'LL LET yOl) IN J 

V. ON A LITTLE- / T-' 
-SECRET.^) 

(!Sv 

* I like slapping Tthat’s monte 

A GUITAR, BUT I \ HALB—ALWAyS 
LIKE SLAPPING READy WITH t 

OUTLAWS A HEAP J A SIX-GUN OR 
BETTER ! A UOKE/ HE — 

_ SO LONG, ] /#SURE IS A . rV 
tSHERIFF/^' fjGREATMAN/!® 

L \ \ / so long\ 

yi®'I^ jKonte^/ 

m/LM 

|g|ip ^ 




















CATCHES 


HIS FRIENDS ARE 
rERNOON HORSE - 


'BEFORE WE START, LET 
HAVE SOME TOOTSIE R 
X^FOR QUICK ENERGY/ 


/got YOU SUSAN, J 

[YOU'RE SAFE NOW/ A 

kWHOAH - steady) 
\ old 


[OH, captainJ 

fh jOOTSIE ^g 


TJow THAT THE EXCITEMENT IS OVER, LETS 

^ALL RELAX AND ENJOY SOME DEUCIOUS, ^ 
jyyENERGY-GIVING TOOTSIE kOLLSJJ 
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the tohsue is /mmee 

THAM THE SWORV! 
SILENCE IS A80MMAWLE! 

IM HIS USUAL MOPEST 
FASHION, THE GARRULOUS 
FOREMAN OF THE BAR 
NOTHINS RANCH IS 
TELLINS SOME YOUNG 
LISTENERS ABOUT HIMSELF. 


r(ULPl) WELL, A 

GOVERNOR, IV 
be HAfpy Togo, 

I but I'M pBerry 
Busy anp— ^ 


YOU'RE 
NOT TOO 
Busy, 


ppvr /MIX' WELL TUT 
A PLAQUE ON THE SWTS 
.HOUSE |N V3UR MEMOElU 


A MOST PANSEEOUS MISSION; ] 
TO SISN A PEACE 7REATV WITH 


VILLAINS WATCH. 1 


NO, INPEEP. IF THERE'S 
PEACE, WE WON'T BE. ABLE 
TO SELL ILLEGAL GUNS, ANP 
TOWER TP THE INPIANS,'^ 
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* HELP N 
SCALP , 
PALEFACES,' 


PEHOLPj PALEFACE- CLEVERLY 

vesnov WXB.-PUJMI him / 

WANT PEAwE. / 


that's tzight ! - peace 1 . 

LETS SWOKE A PEACE 
PIPE ANP SlfiN THE | 
^ TREATY, CHlEF!^ 


MEANWHILE, THE TOO FAKE A \ A AtattENT LATER, (3ABSV 

INPIANS HAVE -gOEBOiV£P"\ \f# UNWITTINSLV FILLS THE 

THS PEACE PIPE -TOBACCO. \ \ PEACE PIPE WITH PUSg£BI2£P 


START? SALO?N6 Y 

feEll 

■ 
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I'M (AAHHSCW!) 
CHOKING ! MY 

(KOFF-KOm 

CANTEEN! 


AHHHU- 


TxLSKSN. PUT 
LEAVE THEM WITH 
ME! r -PUNISH 
INDIAN STYLE. ^ 


RAISE yOUR FELLOWS 
hands, you Give repmai 
VAEMINTSJ/BAD NAME! 


■ yes, getting the peace 

TREAT/ WAS EASy FOR ME. 
OF COURSE, r HAP TO LICK 
A HUNDRED INDIANS 
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Sfef 91X 


ct v 


mm 


corcJ \lt s 

ssM*2^rs 


“SF HOLD ON.' IT'S NOT^l 
i COMPLETELY DESERTED.' 

’ IN THAT STORE WINDOW 
X CAN MAKE OUT THE 
REFLECTION OF A MAN, A 
AND f/£‘SDAAMMG A 
^C. B£AD O/V ME/ -Si- 


IT'S HERE, ALL RIGHT/ 

AND IT'S IN GOOD SHAPE, 
TOO.' EXCEPT THAT...THERE 
ISN'T A PERSON IN SIGHT/ 
IT'S PLUMB DESERTED/ j. 


IPOWN THROUGH A WINDING 
NEVADA PASS RIDES MONTB 
HALE ON HIS FAMOUS 
HOR5E, PARDNER/ 


PARDNER, WE'LL SOON BE 
COMING INTO THE TOWN OF 
CROWDER.' THAT IS--IF THERE 
AS A TOWN.' LAST TIME I 
WAS THERE THEY HAD A S 
—« humdinger of an r 

EARTHQUAKE.' jj 


What’s going on? a 
STRANGELY DESERTED TOWN.., 
EXCEPT FOR ONE MAN WITH 
AN ITCHY TRIGGER FINGER.' 


MONT€ HALE 




















MONTE HALE WESTERN 







































MONTE HALE WESTERN 



NAILED TO THE DOOR'. 


THE STOKES...THE 
HOTEL...THE ASSAY OFFICE... 
THEY'RE ALL EMPTY/ I JUST 
DON'T GET IT/ BUT HERE'S 
THE MAYOR'S 
OFFICE/ 


EARTHQUAKE 
ABOUT TO 
1 HIT CROWDER! 
] POPULATION 
I LEAVING TOWN 
TO AVOIO 
j DISASTER/ 


then what was 
f THAT RANNY DOING WITH \ 
A (SUN AIMED AT MY BACK? N 
THIS'LL BEAR INVESTIGATION, 
AND I'D BETTER DO IT > 
V QUIET-LIKE/_ 


SO THAT'S IT/ I KNEW 
THAT CROWDER HAD A LOT 
OF OUAKES / BUT IT'S STRANGE. 
MIGHTY STRANGE...BECAUSE 
NO EARTHQUAKE HAS HIT 
THE CITY/ MUST HAVE BEEN 
H A FALSE ALARM / 


THE BANK.' THE FRONT DOORS 
k BEEN FORCED OPEN^ 


POSING AS A GOVERNMENT 
GEOLOGIST, AND TELLING 
\THE TOWNSPEOPLE THAT 
) AN EARTHQUAKE WAS 
/ ABOUT TO HIT—SO'S 
THEV'D CLEAR OUT/ . 
THAT'S GENIUS' /I 


FLINT, THIS 1 
IS THE BEST > 
SCHEME YOU 
EVER COOKED/ 
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AND IT WORKED.' THEY'REJ AND JUST IN 

MILES AWAY BY NOW/ ^AcaSE ANY SNOOPER 
AND WE'VE GOT CLEAR [GOES Bv; WEVE SOT 
SAILING WITH THIS Jo* ON GUARD OUT- 
SAFE DEPOSIT, VAULT/ /SIDE.' BOYS, FLINT 

—__ BULLARD THINKS OF 

- \\—n EVERYTH I NS.' ^ 




SLICK SCHEME, BUT 
1 RECKON I'LL HAVE 
TO DO SOMETHING j 
bL ABOUT IT.' 


Tlhe TREACHEROUS BLOW 
SENDS THE TALL, RAMBLING 
COWBOY SPINNING INTO 
UNCONSCIOUSNESS/ 


TOO LATE, 


RECKON I DESERVED 
IT FOR LETTING 
7 THAT GUARD.CREEP 
' UP BEHIND ME.' 

1 BUT THE QUESTION 
l NOW IS...HOW DO 
A 1 SET OUT OF 
'IN;— HERE? fS 


Without a ladder, a rope, or hand 

HOLES IN THE SIDE OF THE WELL, HOW 
CAN MONTE GET OUT? 
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1 MAYBE I 
CAN PO IT 
THIS WAY 


ROCK'S 

SHARP/ 


FALLING: 


HOLP ON.' MAYBE X CAN USE IT 
TO PIS OUT A NICHE IN THE 
SI PE. OF THE WELL—A NICHE I 
THAT 1 CAN USE FOR. A > 
MANPHOLD/ 


ANP THEN 
FOR A 
FOOTHOLP/ 


# LOWLY, 
PAINFULL - ^ 
MONTE 
INCHES HIS 


SLIPPERY 
SIPE& OF 
THE DEEP 
WELL/ 


AT LAST.' NOW TO SET 
AFTER FLINT BULLARP J 
ANP HIS EARTHQUAKE-/' 
Faking sans/ y 
BUT THEYVE . 

SOT MY SUNS, | 

ANP THEY'UL 1 W^%\- 
BE.tfEAPY Cgfev 
FOR TROUBLE/ I 
IF I COULP I Mwffl 

only coo< up / HH 
a surprise / SMwalf 

FOR THEM-- JJgaR 

or if a real 
earthquake 
woulp 

ONLY r J 


BONANZ/ 

MINING 

SUPPLIES 


CrOwper has hap many an earth- 

QUAKE IN THE PAST, BUT WHAT IS 


MONTE THINKING OF NOW; 
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THE BANK. 


\ SOOP 'i LOOK, FLINT.' 
SNOOPER .') THE VAULT.' IT 1 
^^-^COMINS OPEN. 


WHAT PO VOU THINK I 
PICKEP THIS VAULT FOI 
C'MON, GENTS.' LETS S 
THERE ANP ISO TO WO! 


THE WASON'S OUT BEHINP THE BANK.' 
LET'S LOAP IT ANP SET AWAy BEFORE 
THE TOWNSPEOPLE PECIPE THERE ISN'T 
©OINS TO BE ASiy EARTHQUAKE ... ANP 
^-- COME BACK ! 


THEN.' LOOK.' THE 

- 1 SNOOPE#.' j 

HE (SOT OUT OF ^ 
^ THAT WELL.' 


BUT HE HASN'T 
©OT A SUN ! 
PLUS HIM / 


I THE FLOOR.' IT'S WE'LL ALL BE K/LLEOi 
SHAKING.'LET'S SET J I KNEW THIS TOWN, 

\ OUT OF HERE.' WASN'T SAFE, FLINT.' 


INK ROBBERS SLAP IRON, 
IS A SUPPEN RUMBLE .' 


LISTEN.' IT 
SOUNPS LIKEi 


EARTHQUAKE, 
REAL._- 
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OUTLAWS 


panicked 


Ll THINK 
keallv 
EEN THROUGH 
^•JAre 

= F ORE X GET 

-iRrtn^u ..rr. 


XX THAT'S RIGHT, FLINTVN 
YOU ' \ I FIGURED THAT IN-. 1 
SCARED VIEW OF THE TRICK ' 
US INTO / YOU'D USED IT WOULD 
LOSING / BE POETIC 
OUR ( JUSTICE TO 
HEADS ) FOOLVOU.' \§lSk : , 
AND S AND I THltf K, \ 
RUNNING) WHEN THE ) LJjH 
FOR IT/ / TOWNSPEOPLE \ JmC 

_return,thev'li ) MB 

f AGREE WITH /, RB8 
if, . -- ; . j— H4-R 


If OH, THAT ' YOU MEAN V 
J THE BOXES OF DYNAMITE ' 

' I PLANTED OUT'BEHIND / 
THE BANK / THEY WENT H 
OFF ONE AFTER THE OTHER, 
AND I RECKON THEY SURE 
SOUNDED AND FELT LIKE 
V A QUAKE FOR A V 
\ LITTLE WHILE/ / 


MIND IF X TAKE 
YQUR ARTILLERY? 
YOU GENTS ARE 
ON YOUR WAY y 
TO JAIL/ YOU J H 
WON'T BE <THJ 
NEEDING GUNS) r 
THERE / A 
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STOP 

FRETTING.' 
”S A SHORT 


SHUCKS, r COULP HAVE OOTTt 
BEFORE 5UNPOWN WITHOUT 






ETIQUETTE EXPERT/ 


WHAT’S WRONG, 
, CHUCK ^y—- 


com?) 


BR, ER, r FORGOT)(SIGH) 


WOULP 2. VUH sh ORE 

TIC5UETTE ) IT WOULP* 
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~RIGHT.' AND THEN WE'LL <50 TO 
WORK ON THE POLES ANP WIRE, 

s ''- n the line ends right here; 


that's 

JUST YOUR 
OPINION/ 


^©ver burning desert 
sands and towering A os< 
mountain crags toiled 
the men who brought the 
telegraph to the West.' Theirs 
was an arduous, peril-filled 
task, especially when human 
enemies, too, lurked in ambush.' 
Against these grim odds the 
telegraph men had a single 
weapon, but it was a weapon 
that wore a ten-gallon hat, 
toted a mean six-gun, and 
called itself MONTE HALE/ A 


|j»AMBLING OVER THE RANGE, 
A MAN IS SOUNP TO SEE A 
LOT OF THINGS. AND MONTE 
HALE IS NEVER SURPRISED 
BY ANYTHING HE WITNESSES.' 


SUNS AND KNIVES.' SOMEONE 
MIGHT GET HURT... AND IT 4 
MIGHT SE ONE OF YOU/ r-' 


PARDNER,there's TROUBLE 
YONDER.' LOOKS LIKE a passel 
of gun-toughs beating up 
those telegraph men : f 
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TRAVELING, 

THANKS TO YOU, MISTER.' 
THEY TOOK US BY SURPRISE 

-AND WE 

COULDN'T 
"I HANDLE 


CALL ME MONTE HALE, l 
FRIEND.' AND TELL ME. 
HOW COME THEY __ 
ATTACKED YOU? Jg 


Jr CLEAR OUT OF > 
HERE, BOYS.'HE'S BIS 
AS A GRIZZLY AND ' 
TWICE AS ORNERY.' \ 


/ SO FArN~\ SO I SEE .' \ 
/ WE'VE COME \ FOR SOME 
V ALL THE WAY \ REASON 
I FROM KANSAS 'I SOMEONE \ 
'CITY.' GILA BEND S WANTS TO 
IS OUR DESTINATION, ) KEEP THE 

But someone 7 telegraph 

1 SEEMS PLUMB \ FROM ) 
DETERMINED TO 1 GOINS \ 
KEEP US FROM /THROUGH.'] 
v REACHING IT/^^^^ 


BLAMED IF I KNOW/MONTE.' 
I'M JIM SAVERS, IN CHARGE 
OF THIS OUTFIT. WE'VE 
BEEN HAVING TROUBLE EVER 
SINCE WE STARTED THIS f 
—. TELEGRAPH LINE.' J 


YOU'RE RIGHT 'y-, 
MONTE.' AND RIGHT 
AFTER THAT SNEAK 
ATTACK, TOO.' . 


Monte, this is j.b.ROV, who Runs ^ 

THE PONY EXPRESS OUTFIT FROM KANSAS 
ClfY, AND LEM CROTHERS, A BUSINESSMAN 

Staving in gila bend for a stretch.' 


WE HAPPENED TO BE RIDING ) THAT'S RIGHT.' 

OUT FROM TOWN AND ^ FOLKS WERE 
WE THOUGHT WE'D SEE" ] SAYING YOU'D 
HOW THE TELEGRAPH J BEEN HAVlSlG A 
WAS COMING/ \ LITTLE TROUBLE.' 
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T'B ) PLENTY.' X DON'T 
(TRUST J.8. ROY/ 
BLE ) THE TELEGRAPH 
? J FIGURES TO CUT 
.^This PONY EXPRESS 
BUSINESS PRETTY BADLY 
AND I WOULDN'T BE 
SURPRISED IF HE 
WERE BEHIND 
l“v^r;A a. that attack.' 


IIM, I THINK THE TELEGRAPH'S GOING 
TO BE MIGHTY IMPORTANT TO THE 

--- WEST, AND I’D LIKE 

' TO STRING ALONG 
\ \ WITH YOU AND YOUR 

^-1 BOYS UNTIL 

V YOU REACH 

/ GILA BEND... 

jgf > y\ JUST IN CASE 

MrW THERE'S MORE 

'* VV TROUBLE.'HOW 

JL * - \ V ABOUT IT? 


S' HE SEEMS TO BE ALL RIGHT.' 

/ HOW HE'S SELLING A COUPLE OF 

ABOUT ^SHIPMENTS OF FARM AND RANCH 
CROTHERS? EQUIPMENT.' I DON'T SEE HOW 

7 THE TELEGRAPH COULD ,- - 

f| | .p r V HURT HIM.'_' 


MONTE, WE'D SURE 
APPRECIATE IT.' 


* In THE DAYS TO COME, WITH MONTE HAI 
ELPING, THE TELEGRAPH LINE MOVES 
STEADILY OVER THE WESTERN PRAIRIE- 
LAND. AND HILL COUNTRY.' 


MATTER OF FACT, 

1 COULD USE SOME 
EXERCISE...SO _ 
HERE GOES.' J 
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THERE 
THEY ARE, 
RUNNING 


\ THEY PIPN'T ■ 
(FIGURE I'P SE 
/ AWAKE, ON GUARP/ 
ANP THEY PON'T 
LIKE THE NOTION 
OF A FIGHT/ ^ 


HEY.' EVERYBOPY WAKE UP/ 
-WE'RE BEING RAIPEP/ 


; u l 0 MSaS c > TV...’ 

HaL£ «A£.l|tf6 
* fPOM A/£ a ^ 

Y SB^P-- lS > 
V At* Kl6* T y< 


ANP THERE'S A 
HE TABLE / MAYBE I'P 1 
. LITTLE MESSAGE BACK 
kNP FINP OUT IF THE I 
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HMM/ SO THAT'S 
THE MARSHAL'S 
MESSAGE.' I'LL 
HAVE TO WORK 
> FAST.' 


HEAR THAT JES? HALE'S 
BEEN TALKING TO THE / 
MARSHAL IN KANSAS ft 
, CITY.' _ 


i OH.' THAT MEANS 
BOSS’LL WANT HIM 
VO OUT... PRONTO.' 


ohHh. 


HE'LL BURN] 
m^\ CINPER .' 

y'llJmd that'ul 

/-^SHORT-CIRCUIT 
THE LINE.'PERFECT' 


THE ELECTRICITY'l 
GO POWN THE r 
LINE... AND /T 
THROUGH J NO 
HALE/ / FOR’., 
s_ ^ TELL 
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AND AS SOON AS THAT'S 
DONS, THSy'LL PROBABLY 
i WRECK THE LINS 
M l II \V FOR GOOD.' TVS 
Mil 11 \V GOT TO GST 

MIL \ ucose 

■ \ l SOMEHOW.' 


TJut it is dawn before 
the LAST tenacious wire 

IS SHREDDED AWAY.' 


THERE.' JIM MUST BE ABOUT 
READY TO SEND A MESSAGE 
THROUGH FROM GILA BEND.' 


c'mon, parpner: 

V COYER 

GROUND.' j 


PsATER... fGENTS, WE'RE HERE } 

7 ■ ■ - > TO WITNESS THE \ 

SENDING OF THE FIRST MESSAGE I 

from sila bend to Kansas 




THAT'S RIGHT, CROTHERS.' 

Dip you expect me to be 

SOMEWHERE ELSE ? r— 


MAYBE TIED UP IN TELEGRAPH T HEAR THA- 

WlRE... waiting TO_ ^ BOYS? HE'£ 

BE ELECTROCUTED?? J wise TO US.' GRAB 
■-.__ < YOUR Guns-.' ,- - 
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I'VE SEEN IN 
VAV TOO LONS, 
E.' THIS SLUG 
YOUR ADDRESS 
ON IT/ 


THERE'S THE SKULKING R^TTL 
WHO'S BEEN RAIDING YOUR 
LINE ALL ALONG, JIM.' 
LEMCROTHERS. 

ANP HIS SANG; 


HAVE TO GAIN? I ■ 
1 THOUGHT'IT WA 
•-- j. B. Roy/ 


SO PIP 1, FOR AWHILE.' > 
7 BUT WHEN I TESTEP THE 
5 WIRE, LAST NIGHT, I GOT 
/ A MESSAGE FROM KANSAS 
I CITY/ THE MARSHAL THERE 
WAS LOOKING FOR A MAN 
WHO ANSWERED THE DESCRIP¬ 
TION OF CROTHERS—WHO'D 
i HIJACKED SOME CARLOADS 
1 OF FARM EQUIPMENT AND 
V HEAPED WEST/* V 


SO THAT'S IT.' YOU WERE 
STAYING HERE IN GILA . 
BEND LONG ENOUGH TO \ 
SELL THE STOLEN GOODS- 
ANP YOU WERE AFRAID IF j 
THE TELEGRAPH WENT / 
THROUGH, THE LAW ' 

WOULD BE ON THE J BAH: 
LOOKOUT FOR YOU/ / IF IT 


don't Blame me, mister /1 

Blame yourself...and the 

TELEGRAPH/ IT'S GOING TO 

make life a lot pleasanter 

FOR DECENT, 'FOLK—AND A — 
LOT TOUGHER FOR Js 
CRIMINALS/ J 1 j 























S' LET'S BUILD THESE > 
ELECTRIC MOTOR POWERED 
MODELS / IT'S EASY WITH 

MfiCHANIX ILLUSTRATED 

k FULL SIZE PLANS'- 


MECHANIX, ILLUSTRATED Plans Ser 
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IS STUCK . 


SOMETHIN© MUS' 
HAVE HAPPENED. 
SHE’SSOBBIN© 

-r BREAKING / /g 


MATTER, 

BETSY? 




WGHT l (SOB) 

THOUGHT 
FOR SURE 
r WOULD 


BECAUSE- 


I MADE IT OUT OF 

FLY PAPER J — 




























(A SUITCASE? 


A DOOR?) 


^THINKING OF 

tha t's squ are- 


YOUR S 
HEAD?, 


PLEASE, PUD- X-i WELL, IT STARTS FAST, \ 

GIVE US SOMeTtASTES BEST AND ONLVj 
C LU ES- /qpflCOSTS A PENNY»*sff“ 


'now we know 1 / fleer's k 

BUBBLE BUBBLE GUM 

IN THE NIFTY SQUARE WRAP/J 


monte Hale's 


z. jzeno, a*out 

15 miles fueruez west 
THAN LO$ M&SLe^CAUF. 
reue— FAL.ee.— 


5. INHAM TEEEITOI2Y WA& 
ESTABUSHgp 0V > 

couezese in 1S54. c 
7ZUB -— FAL.ee —-? 
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fvou'RB 


MotTiv AFrefz 
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Bin AT THAT SECONP- 


KITCHEN USE ''OUr'’.' TO Go' 
COT FROM RESTAURANT IWTO 


HERE'S SOMET MORE 
DIR TV PI SHE'S- . 


THAT/ GET BACK To 
work/ ivr JUST 
APPEP another. 


AT LEAST ANOTHER 
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^JJRAY HAWK knelt by the swift weter ef 
the On-Ag-Na, and thrust his hand iotp 
it. The racing current caught at his hand, 
pulled it from him with the eagerness of a 
hungry beast. The Indian youth drew his hand 
quickly back from the river- 

“The elders of the tribe have prdered me tp 
take my canoe down the length of the On-Ag- 
Na,” he muttered to himself. "Theirword is 
law! And yet ... I cannot obey them I I—I 
fear the stream-” 

§pn qf the chief qf the Qtapi tribe, young 
Gray Hawk had for many moons been the most 
daring swimmer, the fastest paddjer of a|l the 
youths of the tribe. But then, a short time 
before, while he was guiding his birch bark 
canoe through the rapids of a nearby stream, 
he had struck a bidden reek and overturned. 
Slung high intp the air, he had smashed his 
head against an sutjutfing boulder, and bad 
sunk into the water—unconscious! 

Moments later, the swirling waters threw 
him up on a sandy beach—more dead than 
ajive! 

Finding him there, his Cpmrades had man¬ 
aged to bring him tp. After a few weeks, he 
was 3S well as ever. As well as ever—but with 
one difference! His terrifying escape frpm 
death bad left the Indian b°y with a deep- 
imbedded fear of the water. Mis old courage 
nan vanished, and he refused to set out on the 
lakes and streams of the countryside any 
longer. 

Learning of this, the elders of the Otapi 
decided that Gray Hawk would have to cure 
himself of this weakness. They decreed that 
he would be left with a bark canoe at the fork 
of the On-Ag-Na, and that he would have tp 


paddle this canoe down the river to the village 
of the tribe- In this way would he lose the fear 
that had gripped him. 

As he crouched hy the side of the stream. 
Gray Hawk fought a cruel battle with himself. 

The On-Ag-Na was the most dangerous of 
all the streams in the region. Many a husky 
warrior had disappeared beneath its raging 
waters! It was a river that few canoeists dared 
to venture on, 

It was with this knowledge that the elder? 
had decreed this perilous task for Gray Hawk. 
For once he had safely conquered the terrors 
of the On-Ag-Na, no other stream or lake 
could hold fear for him 1 again. 

1|U'T with the moment at hand, Gray Hawk 
® ™ hesitated- His lithe muscles tensed as he 
gripped the long, light canoe, ready to slip it 
ipto the river. A stiff breeze had risen, ruffling 
the willows along the edge of the stream, and 
making its surface even more treacherous. 

“Now! I will start . . he murmured to 
himself. 

He thrust the silver canp* onto the water 
and was about tq step lightly into the craft, 
when a sudden memory seized him- It was the 
memory Of thaf morpent he sank beneath the 
waves. When he came within moments and 
inches of losing his life! 

Gray Hawk stood still for a moment. Then 
he pulled the canoe back up on the bank- 

"I—I cannot,” he half-choked. 

Bending his head in defeat, he realised what 
this would mean- Failing in 0 test of courage, 
of manhood, he would be unable to return to 
the tribe. Rather than disgrace his father, 
Gray Eagle, it would be better for him to flee. 


MONTE HALE WESTERN 


to disappear forever. Perhaps they would think 
he had perished beneath the waves. 

Slowly he lifted the canoe to his shoulders 
and bore it up the bank pf the stream. He hid 
it behind a thicket of brambles. Then, turning 
away, his jaw set and his eyes bleak, he struck 
through the forest! 

He followed a winding trail along the moun¬ 
tainside. As he walked alo-ng blindly, he did 

his father and the tribe. A coward. It was a 
hard ’ judgment he had passed on himself. 


S UDDENLY Gray Hawk looked up. His 
nostrils scented something, It was faint 
but unmistakable. Wood smoke eddying 
through the trees! A forest fire—-somewhere 
in the distance! 

Quickly the Otapi youth sprang toward a 
nearby oak tree.' Clambering up intp jts top¬ 
most branches, he peered off into the distance. 
There was a haze of purple-black smoke and 
wavering tongues of orange flame! It was a 
big fire—begun by some Careless trapper or 
brave.— and a stiff breeze was pushing it 

, Gray Hawk dropped to the ground and 
crouched there. His own escape would be easy. 
He could run oyer the mountain ridge that lay 
pot far away. Over that rock barrier he would 
be safe from the hungry fire. But what Would 
happen to his tribe in that case? They would 
not know of the onrushing danger until it 
trapped them in the mountain glade where 

With dry foliage and underbrush all about 
there would be no escape for them. Like flies, 

t|ie,y would die in the all-consuming fire! 

Gray Hawk's fist clenched, as he realized 
the fate that threatened his people! He would 
have to warn them! But h°w? 

"I copld run along the stream!" 

But he quickly realized that this would be 
futile, The raging flames wpuld out-distance 
his human strides, just as a fleet deer would 
out-distance the lumbering black bear. No, he 
would have to find g better way to out-speed 
the flames, to warn the village. And there was 
only one way—to take a canoe down the tur¬ 
bulent Qn-Ag-Na! 


Unwilling, trembling, yet moved by some 
force greater than hijnself, Gray Hawk found 
himself racing toward the stream- Running at 
top speed, leaping over fallen'logs and vault¬ 
ing giant boulders, he was soon at the stream. 

There was the canoe, just as he had left it. 
But the dense pall of smokd hung heavily be¬ 
hind the Indian boy, and its acrid smell bit 

Rapidly he shoved the canop into the water 
and sprang into it. At once the furious current 
bore the slender craft away, like a fallen leaf, 
fluttering and dancing. Stabbing desperately 
with his paddle at the foaming waters, the 
boy managed to keep the bow headed forward, 
and to avert the first challenging rocks. 

Sharp-breaking turns in the direction of the 
stream, narrow channels that scraped the sides 
of the canoe as it hurtled through, saw-tooth, 
rocks whose slightest touch would mean de¬ 
struction—lie dared and conquered them all! 
Flailing furiously, now using'the paddle as a 
rudder, now stroking with it, Gray Hawk 
brought the birch canoe flown the stream, 
until at last he was On the long stretch that 
Jed to the village! 

H IS heart thumped with’!? him as he saw 
a group of elders waiting by the stream. 
They must have been waiting long—but they 
had faith that he would come, 

As he shot the canoe up on the shelving 
beach and sprang from it, tp deliver his mes¬ 
sage—with scant minutes to spare—Gray Hawk 
knew that he had done two things. 

By bringing the canoe down the On-Ag-Na. 
by daring the wrath of the unleashed torrent, 
he had saved the lives of many of his tribe— 
and he had saved his own manhood! Hand 
raised, the Otapi youth shouted to the erde», 
,r 01d mep! Listen to me! Uur people are in 
peril , . 

THE EffP 


Read the thrilling adventure’ of coura¬ 
geous HR4Y HAWK ift every issue of 
MONTH HALE WESTERN! 
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* AanNT / 
VPUNDUPM 


LET'S FOLLOW THAT GUN-SLINGING, 
GUITAR-SLAPPING TROUBADOR OF 

the range, Monte hale, as 

HE RAMBLES DOWN THE TRAIL / 


\ HANDSOME AND HAD 
| AN UNCANNy KNACK 
FOR TELLING WHEN 
THE GOLD SHIPMENTS 
, WERE ROLLING THROUGH 
< UNTIL ROLLICKING, 
CAREFREE MONTE 
HALE TOOK A HAND 
TO CALL A BLAZING / 
SIX-GUN SHOWQOWN.' 


j SHOTS/' 


pe OPEN ' 

XAtlGE. 
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7 LOOK OUT / HERE COME5 ) / 

MONTE HALE* 

IVE SEEM THAT / HEAD > 
TALL JASPER IN./ FO/? T//5 
ACTION BEFORE HILLS/ 


GET RIP 
Of THOSE 

PRONTO/ 


YtPBB ; 


SUDDENLY THE TEAM BOLTS- 
FRIGHTENED BY THE BLASTS 
OF GUNFIRE t -—-—^-Tp 


CAyUSES BEFORE 
^THEy GO OVER 
gL THE EPGE / f 


IF ANYONE CAN CLEAN 
THOSE ROAD AGENTS 


THOSE OUTLAWS GET 
THE notion — 
7STRIKE A ' A1 


W you STOPPED^ 
!eM IN THE NICK 
OF TIME,MISTER • 

I SURE THOUGHT X 
WAS A GONER/ ij 


/ ) THIS LINE, 

—■'HALE, AND I'D 
KE YOU TO ESCORT 
^E COACH PERMA- 
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r THE ROAD AGENTS HAVE 

MADE THIS ROUTE PLUMB 
DANGEROUS TO TRAVEL ' 
THEY SEEM TO KNOW EVER' 
r TIME A GOLD SHIPMENT i: 

BEING CARRIED/ --«***- 

IT'S PLUMB r— 
UNCANNy/ K 


' BECAUSE OP THE ROAD AGENTS 1 

I'VE HAD A SPECIAL ARMORED 
COACH BUILT—TO CARRY THE GOLD 
SHIPMENTS/ YOU WILL DRIVE IT <«■ 
TOMORROW WITH A BIG GOLD W 
SHIPMENT/ HERE'S MY STATION M 
t MANAGER NOW, MONTE/ 


\HMMf THA T% 
\ IS MIGHTY 
1 INTERESTING 


SHUCKS, NO/ HORSES ■ 
ARE MY BUSINESS... ■ 
NOT WHAT THE LINE H 
IS HAULING/SAY,THAT'S 
V A RIGHT SMART GUITAR 
\ YOuVE QCtT THERE, 

J young feller/ 


HAPPEN 
TO KNOW / 
WHAT I'LL > 
BE HAULING 
TOMORROWS 


slapping/ 
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thanks/ here.' play 

THE GUITAR FOR A 
FEW MINUTES / 

I'LL BE I • 

T right ] /, u o«/ 

L BACK /J ( 


RECKON IVE SEEN ENOUGH/ NOW To) 
GET BACK TO MS' GUITAR PLAYING PAL, * 
BEFORE HE STOPS / IVE GOT A HUNCH 

tomorrow is going to be plumb 

DISAPPOINTING TO SOME FOLKS* 


THE NEXT DAY/ \ / SHUCKS, JEB-' THEY ' 

■ > —---G/T pON'T WORRY ME—IVE 

' HERE'S THE GOLD \ GOT MY HORSE, PARDNER, 
SHIPMENT.' BETTER ) HITCHED ON THE TEAM.' 

BE CAREFUL OF \ PUT THE GOLD HERE, Y^T 
THE ROAD AGENTS, ) WE'LL GET IT 

HALEy THROUGH / J pT7g| 


Y SET ROLLING/1 
WANT TO GET OUT 
OF SIGHT, BEHIND 
THAT BEND IN THE 
lTRAIL, PRONTO/ 
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^WhoA! \ 


.R,UP THE OP EN FIRE ON HIM AS SOON^ 

IP TRAIL/ Y/I AS HE GETS IK RANGE' DON'T 

- . - -^sGIVE HIM A CHANCE' HE'S THE 

READY/ HERE \ FASTEST GUNSLINGER 
IS THE TREASURY \ IK THE WEST.'- 


LITTLE CHORE 


^READV^ 
BOSS? yoi 




^GET THOSE CAYUSES UNHITCHED 

AND TIE THIS JASPER, HALE TO 
, THE AXLES OF THE STAGE 

SPREAD EAGLE —-^ 

_ STYLE! 


k MIGHTY SLICK IDEA, BOSS/ 

\ WE'LL HAVE THE TOUGHEST 
\ REP IK THE WEST BECAUSE 
) WE'RE KILLING OFF 

[monte HALES 
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HE SURE IS A LONG 
PRINK OF WATER/ 
REACHES CLEAR 
FROM ONE AXLE ] ) 
t TO THE OTHER /J 


APiOS, MONTE 


/he'5 all TIED/"' 
BETTER SET THIS 
COACH SOI NS DOWN 
THE TRAIL BEFORE 
HE COMES TO/ 


NOW/ 


^W-WHERE 


I-I'M TIED UNPERTHE COACH i 
HEAD1NS STRAISHT TOWARP 


^HAiHAJ THAT'S THE 7^ 

enp of Monte hale/ 

LET'S GET TO OOR HIDE-OUT 
WITH THE GOLP AND v—' 
THESE HORSES/ ) ■. 


^THERE 7 s 
IT GOES / 
THE STAGE 
IS ROLLING 
RIGHT FOR 


,'fRONTWHEELS 


CLIFF/ 
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AS Monte's YoDeling call 
Reaches pardner, the srea- 

STALLION REASS AND BOLTS 

i t0h ~— -: 


PLUMS 

i.OCO‘ 


MOMENTS TSOOP BOV, PARPNER.' 

LATER/. J I KNEW NOTHING *_ 
““ **•“**■**} ’ WOULP HOLP /(DU \ 

( WHEN you HeARP j 
S^MY SIGNAL 


f m-mohte 
' HALE! 

GO FOR yous 
keuNS, boys / 


r MA/MAPBlIT ^ 
AHEAP OF THEM.' 
RECKON THAT'S 
THEM I HEAR, t 
yCOMlNS, NOW. 
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MONTE'S peadlt pike soon 
SUBPUES THE OUTLAWS ! 


PIMP OUf WHERE 
OUR HIPE-OUT 


EXACTiy /ueb \ y-you ^ 

WAS THE OWiy COllLPN'T 
OTHER PERSON J HAVE.' yOU 


FLASH1N& 
THE SISMALi 


_ >. OH/THAiT • J. V 

WHAT? you MEAN \THE GOLP 1 
WE WENT TO ALU (THE FEED B 
.THAT TROUBLE FOR/ FOR SAFE. 
TWO BASS OP tS®L KEEPING. 

rr OATS?J — J i 
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'OM 


"Bury me not on the lone prairie 


Jk \ ANY cowboy songs were 

JgdjV jtl LIVELY AND JOYOUS, PULL 
THE SPIRIT OP BOASTING 
D'X AND GOOD HUMOR, BUT OFTEN 
A LONE WADDY, RIDING OUT ON THE 
BOUNDLESS PRAIRIE WITH BROAD SKIES 
ABOVE HIM/ WOULD GROW SAD WITH- 
MEMORIES/ -HE WOULD REMEMBER THE 
HOME AND LOVED ONES HE HAD LEFT 
BEHIND HIM— AND HE WOULD THINK 
OF THE MANY COWBOYS LIKE HIM¬ 
SELF, WHO HAD DIED OUT ON THE 
PRAIRIE AND HAD BEEN BURIED THERE, 
A MOUND OF STONES MARKING THEIR 
FINAL RESTING PLACE / AND THINK¬ 
ING OF THEM, HE MIGHT SING A 
BAD BALLAD LIKE THE OLD FAVORITE, 

" Bury mb not on 
thb lonb prairie " 


BURY Mi NOT ON THE LONE PRAIRIE 


father's 















NOW YOU CAN 'Brmlhrmtjti 

,^AUTO REPAIR JOB! 

Yes—EVERY Auto Repair Job is a "Snap"—with This Big, BRAND- 
NEW, Time-Saving, Money-Saving Manual. Shows You How to Service 
IM /and Repair ANY Part of ANY Standard Car, Including 1949 Models) 
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, ROCKIES 
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